Testicular dysfunction in systemic disease.
The testis is the most accessible endocrine organ to clinical examination and is highly responsive to environmental factors, including systemic illness. The clinical management of any disorder warrants consideration of the effects of illness and its treatment of male reproductive function. Testicular physiology and clinical evaluation are reviewed, as are the mechanisms of reproductive disruption by systemic disease. Specific diseases and disorders, including renal, liver, respiratory, neurologic, and gastrointestinal diseases, and their effects on the testes are discussed also.